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National strategic initiativeNational strategic initiative

African Advanced Institute for ICT (AAIICT aka Meraka Institute)

• National strategic intervention to:
• Radically change system of ICT innovation
• Increase ICT R&D intensity for socio-economic impact  (continental

scope)
• Special focus on advanced skills

• Timeline:
• State of the Nation  Address - February 2002
• Inter-ministerial committee setup; concept accepted by cabinet – July

2002
• Launch by Minister of Communications - 17 May 2005

• Meraka = common grazing ground (Sesotho Language)
• Shared space for creative productivity
• Partnerships: strengthen existing institutional capacity



Meraka - mandateMeraka - mandate

Undertake world-class needs-based R leading to D and I for Africa
Champion an emergent SA ICT industry founded on R&D
Produce ICT knowledge workers with sound postgrad qualifications
Act as a change agent to increase SA indigenous tech production,

decrease Africa reliance on imports. OSS.
Harness Africa/Int’l partnerships, promote clustering… to develop

indigenous tech
Raise SA international profile
Futures instigated R&D activity
Contribute, formulate, develop: ICT strategies, policies and initiatives
Recruit foreigners, especially Africans
Collaborate, exchange… African ICT orgs… employ and develop

African Human Capital



World Class ICT

Mission Mission –– AAIICT (Meraka) AAIICT (Meraka)

Economy Quality of Life

People

Research & Innovation

Skills Quantity

Annual PhD graduations

Ireland: 120

Sweden: 500

South Africa: 20

(Target – OM ⁭ by 2015)

India: 50



Meraka Research & InnovationMeraka Research & Innovation
ActivitiesActivities

• Extending the reach of ICT and research infrastructure
• Wireless Africa
• Digital Doorway
• SANReN, CHPC, EduNet

• Enabling the inclusive use of ICTs
• Intelligent Environments for Independent Living (e.g. NAP)‏
• Human Language Technologies

• Supporting national priorities through ICTs
• Small business: Rural ICT entrepreneurs
• Education: MobilED, YESA, FAB kids, NePAD e-Schools, Singa
• Health: Rural tele-health
• Planning & monitoring: earth observation and remote sensing
• Information security

• Evaluating the use of ICTs
• IST-Africa



R&D

Concept on skills developmentConcept on skills development
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MERAKA: for the common goodMERAKA: for the common good
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About AfricaWorksAbout AfricaWorks



Problem statementProblem statement
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ChallengesChallenges
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R&D challengesR&D challenges
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Main innovationMain innovation



Solid bases for an FP7 proposalSolid bases for an FP7 proposal
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ConsortiumConsortium
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WP breakdown (1/2)WP breakdown (1/2)
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WP breakdown (2/2)WP breakdown (2/2)
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ManagementManagement
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QuestionsQuestions
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